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STATUTES AT LARGE

[RULEs

II NERVOUS AND MENTAL HOSPITALS
A. Organization
There shall be on duty at all times one or more registered nurses,
or nurses with special training or experience in the care of mental pa-
tients (also in psychiatric wards of General Hospitals.)
B. Facilities
Facilities for segragation of patients with communicable diseases shall
be provided.
Special precautions shall be taken that medicine, narcotics and poisons
are not accessible to patients. Sharp instruments, knives, ice picks, or
other objects which might be used for homicidal or suicidal purposes
must never be left available to patients.
Narcotics, hypnotic drugs, sedative drugs or other restricted drugs,
for internal or external human use, may not be owned, stored, or pos-
sessed except under the immediate supervision of a Licensed Physician
or Licensed Registered Pharmacist.
New Construction: Minimum floor area shall be: semi-private and
wards, 70 square feet per bed except for infirm and inactive patients
which shall be 60 square feet per bed; private rooms 100 square feet per
bed for medical, surgical, chronic disease and tubercular patients, all
other types shall be 80 square feet per bed.
III HOMES FOR UNMARRIED MOTHERS
A. Organization
Institutions providing maternity and newborn care must have a reg-
istered nurse in charge, responsible at all times for the nursing care of
maternity patients and newborn and premature infants.
The State Board of Health reserves the right to make exceptions to
this requirement.
Every birth occurring in a hospital or a home for unmarried mothers
shall be attended by a practitioner who is permitted to practice obstetrics
in the State of South Carolina.
Nurseries shall be under the supervision of a qualified physician, pre-
ferably a pediatrician.
B. Facilities
If confinement care is offered the institution must also meet the re-
quirements pertaining to maternity service as outlined in Maternity
Service of these regulations. The regulations that follow pertain chiefly
to the provision of care during the prenatal and post-confinement periods.
Satisfactory sleeping quarters. Bedrooms shall be furnished with com-
fortable beds, spaced at least four feet apart. Sleeping rooms should
afford privacy and be available for rest periods during the day.
Adequate toilet and bathing facilities.
Satisfactory facilities for the preparation and serving of food.
Office space and adequate equipment for efficient conduct of the busi-
ness affairs of the institution.


